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April 10, 2015 

OUR HISTORICAL PLEA TO HIS HOLINESS, POPE FRANCIS  

His Holiness, Pope Francis, 

We have been informed that the sad events of World War-I will be mentioned in your Vatican 

liturgy scheduled for April 12.  Due to our knowledge of the importance that His Holiness and the 

Vatican Government have given to basic human rights; to security, stability and peace, we as the 

Turkish Civilian Community Unions find it our duty to inform His Holiness about our views. 

TURKISH ARMENIAN RELATIONS 

Turkish Armenian relations have started with the Selchuk’s entry into Anatolia.  In reference to the 

Selchuk ruler Melikshah, Armenian historian Matheos of Urfa wrote: “The Sultan’s heart is full of 

affection for Christians.  He looked upon the peoples of the lands he reached, with the eyes of a 

father.  Thus he gained many towns and regions without waging war.”1 

Fatih Sultan Mehmet, by establishing the Armenian Patriarchate in Istanbul in 1461, transferred 

the Armenian Religious Center to the capital city as well as granting freedom of religion, legality, 

and governance to the Armenian citizens of the Ottoman Empire.  Upon their sincere adherence to 

the Ottoman Government, Armenian citizens were bestowed the “millet-i sadika” (highly trusted 

citizens) status and they were exempted from the compulsory military service.  In addition, they 

were given highest positions at the government service.  As a result there came about: 22 

ministers, 33 parliamentarians, 29 pashas, 7 ambassadors, 11 consuls, 11 university academics and 

41 high ranking government representatives of Armenian heritage serving the Ottoman Empire.2  

In the first parliament of the Ottoman Empire, 10 members of parliament were Armenians and 11 

in the second.3  An unparalleled brotherly peaceful and tranquil era was achieved lasting 8-9 

centuries. 

THE ARMENIAN UPRISINGS DURING WORLD WAR – I AND THE RELOCATION DECISION 

In the later years, noticing the weakening of the Ottoman Empire, some imperialist powers of the 

era planned to manipulate its Armenian citizens, to serve their expansionist aims.  They had 

unfortunately misguided certain Armenians, preparing them through a provocative ideological 

training with the promise of “establishing an Armenian state reaching from sea to sea”.  As a 

result, while the Ottoman Government was busy fighting in 8 different fronts during World War-I, 

Armenian draftees left their posts at the frontline with their weapons and joined the Russian army 

which was waging war against the Ottoman Government.  Others started massacres in armed 

bands massacring hundreds of thousands of civilians in Turkish towns and villages.  Army depots  
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were burned down, logistics routes were cut-off, and Ottoman soldiers were poisoned by bread 

prepared by Armenian bakers; rendering the Ottoman Army unfit to fight the invading forces.4 

The Ottoman Government held many meetings to convince these rebel bandit units to join her 

ranks and approached them with counseling commissions to no avail.  As a result, the government 

closed down the Armenian Committee Centers on April 24, 1915 and apprehended 235 of the 

committee leaders in Istanbul.  But this precaution did not bring any solution either.   Finally, they 

decided to force the villains, instigators, and murderers away from the war zone.5  In order to 

carry out this decision the minutely detailed “migration and resettlement decree” was issued.  

According to this decree, the rebelling Armenians were relocated to Ottoman provinces away from 

the war zone such as Syria and Mousul.  This measure which was taken under great difficulty and 

hardship was effective; extensive massacres were averted and collaboration with the enemy was 

prevented. The “forced migration” thus proved to have been a necessary and justifiable act.  

However, upon Russian Army’s retreat following the Bolshevik revolution from the lands they had 

occupied and the Turkish Army withdrawal to the boundaries forced upon them by the Mondros 

Treaty the Armenians once again started their massacres and killed hundreds of thousands of 

Turks in Eastern Anatolia,. 

In those years, a total of 1.294.851 Armenians were living in Ottoman lands including Syria and 

Palestine and 736.000 of those were living in Anatolia.  Only 438.758 of those Armenians living in 

Anatolia were forced to relocate; the Armenians of Catholic and Protestant beliefs and those who 

were employed in governmental positions were left untouched.  Those who were relocated were 

later permitted to return to their homes.6 

Edward Nathan, the American Consul in Mersin wrote in his report to the US Ambassador in 

Istanbul on August 30, 1915 that “the Armenians obtained train tickets from Adana onwards and 

the Ottoman government managed this event in an orderly fashion without violence or 

misconduct; providing enough tickets for all migrants, as well as providing aid for those in need.”7  

In his report of September 11, 2015, the Consul mentioned that “a hospital is established in 

Damascus where he saw 50 patients who were being cared for during his visit, no massive deaths 

occurred in the camp and the Ottoman government distributed food among all migrants”.8 

Jackson, the American Consul in Aleppo wrote in the list of deportees that he prepared on 

February 3, 1916 that there were 486.000 Armenians alive and well.  He also wrote in his report 

dated February 8, 1916 that there were around 500.000 Armenian deportees in their newly  
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locations.9  The aforementioned reports show that most deportees had safely reached their 

destinations. 

TURKS MASSACRED BY RUSSIANS AND ARMENIANS  

According to American historian, Professor Justin McCarthy; 1.189.132 Turks were killed in the 

eastern provinces of Turkey and 413.000 Turks in Trans Caucasia, by Armenians and the Russians 

between the years 1912-1922.  Thus the total number of Turks killed amounts to 1.602.132.10  To 

top it off, 1.604.03111 Muslim Turks (3.5 times the number of relocated Armenians) had to leave 

their villages to escape from the Russian invasion which was spearheaded by the murdering 

Armenian bands.  Two thirds of those Turks who had to leave their homes, (ie: 1 million) lost their 

lives during migration.12  When the number of those massacred by Armenians and Russians are 

added, Turkish losses exceed 2 million. 

It is also stated by Bruce Fein, the American President’s Legal Advisor that 280.000 Armenians 

remained in Anatolia and the others reached their destinations but 2.4 million Turks/Muslims had 

lost their lives due to the Armenian massacres.13 

When such truth is out in the open, the Armenian allegations that Turks have committed an act of 

genocide should not find support especially from His Holiness, Pope Francis and a just and fair 

assessment is the expected by all Muslims. 

THE KHOJALI MASSACRE PERPETUATED BY ARMENIANS 

The Armenians have continued their execution of Turks through the last quarter of the 20th 

Century.  With support of the 366th Motorized Russian Regiment, they attacked the Khojali district 

of Azerbaijan on February 26, 1992 and mercilessly killed 613 Turks (including 63 children and 106 

women), wounded 487 and took 1.275 prisoner.  

After Khojali massacre Armenian army assaulted and captured Karabakh and 7 regions of 

Azerbaijan.14  In spite of numerous UN Security Council resolutions, Armenia continues to occupy  
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Azeri lands.  Over one million Turks, who were forced to leave their homes, still live in tent- towns 

to this day. 

Armenia has been keeping 20% of Azeri lands under occupation for 23 years.  It is understood 

from the AGIT Report that an ethnic cleansing has taken place in the lands occupied by Armenia 

where no Turks are allowed to live.  Armenia has not offered any explanation regarding these 

established facts and the tragedy that set upon the Turks.  For these reasons, we think His Holiness 

would keep in mind all these facts while declaring a speech in support of the Armenian claims. 

THE POPE AND THE OTTOMAN GOVERNMENT’S EFFORTS TO HELP DURING THE FAMINE PERIOD 

IN SYRIA 

The foreign mission chiefs speak highly of the efforts made by Jamal Pasha, (who was the 

commander of the Ottoman Government’s 4th Army) to help the Armenians who were relocated 

to Syria.  When a major famine occurred in this area during those years, the food for the Christian 

residents including the Armenians that had resettled in this area and even for the allied and 

independent missions were provided from the food stores of the 4th Army.  Many hospitals were 

established, where Armenian and Turkish doctors were allocated to aid the Armenians in need of 

care.15 

During those years the reason of the famine in these areas was the blockade of the British and 

French navy fleets on the Syrian and Lebanese coasts, where most of the residents were Christian. 

Jamal Pasha, commander of the 4th Army, asked the Maroni Patriarch to pen a letter to His 

Holiness, the Pope of the time, asking for his mediation to obtain medical and nutritional aid from 

the USA and Spain for the civilian Christian populations of the area. But the British and the French 

did not allow ships sent by the USA and Spain to land on Beirut’s harbor.16  Sail boats carrying food 

from other coasts of Syria on the orders of Jamal Pasha, with the aim to provide food for the 

residents of Beirut and Lebanon in general were also sank by the British and the French.17 

In an effort to lift the British and French embargo and to let the US Consul in Beirut to distribute 

the aid as he wished to the Christians, Jamal Pasha requested the American Embassy in Syria to 

mediate at the Governmental level of Britain and France.  However, the US Ambassador in Syria 

refused to help in this matter.18  

The reply of His Holiness to the Marouni Patriarch upon the letter sent at Jamal Pasha’s request 

states: “The Pope has not forgotten the Christians of Syria and he will not allow them to be 

forgotten.  Many times, He has requested permission from the Entente Powers, to provide food 

which would reduce their suffering; but Britain refused the request of His Holiness. Thence His  
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Holiness’ heart is broken due to the mentioned refusal and embargo of the British government.  

Christians in the East will understand in due time that His Holiness has not forgotten them.”19   

While the Ottoman Government was unable to raise food for its own army which was fighting for 

its survival during these times, its 4th Army provided 300.000 Kg of provisions as well as money to 

the Marounis; 300.000 Kg of wheat and 500,000 Franks to the Greek community; 100.000 Kg of 

wheat and 80.000 Franks to the Armenian community and immigrants as aid because these 

Christian people were left to starve due to the Entente Powers’ embargo.20 

ARMENIANS RAISING THEIR NEW GENERATIONS WITH ANIMOSITY TOWARDS TURKS 

The Armenians have not stopped at distorting the truth, but are also raising their new generations 

as enemy of the Turks.  Armenian children are taken to the museum in Yerevan where they are 

brainwashed starting from the age of 5 with the aid of visual and auditory effects some of which 

are forgeries. 

Turkey has removed from school text books some of the historical subjects, even those that it can 

teach in all fairness, in an effort to comply with the United Nation’s Committee for Eradication of 

Racial Discrimination’s decision “to stop hate speech” and to comply with UNESCO’s decision of 

“avoiding prejudice and clichés towards other nations and certain groups”.  In spite of these UN 

decisions, the Armenian school books, are full of swearwords, insult, hate speech and false 

allegations against the Turks.21  Inclusion of the Armenian allegations in the school books of the 

countries which claim to be friends of Turkey conflicts with the International Court of Justice 

decision that “forced relocation cannot be accepted as genocide” as well as the 1998 convention of 

“crimes against humanity”.  

In spite of these manifest facts discovered and accepted by many non-Turkish academicians and 

historians, blaming the Turkish nation (which has been known for its chivalry, honesty, compassion 

and war ethics all through its history) with the crime of genocide, while the Republic of Armenia 

and the Diaspora’s efforts to use Christianity and the world politics in for their ends is being 

witnessed with grief. 

In their desire to bring out the true facts about the sad events of 100 years ago - before - during 

and soon after World War-I, the Christian, Jewish and Muslim peoples of the Turkish Republic have 

the expectation from His Holiness, his mention of the following facts in the historic speech that he 

will deliver on April 12, 2015 at the Vatican: 

a) Since all countries’ archives are open, the Armenian archives in Boston should no longer 

remain closed, 
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b) All countries’ court decisions regarding this subject as well as decisions of the International 

Court of Justice and the European Court of Human Rights should be considered; especially 

that of the British Crown’s Court which was held immediately following World War-I, as its 

research concluded that there was no evidence to blame the Ottoman Government’s high 

officers detained in the island of Malta, therefore the detainees were released because no 

legal court case could be put together against them. 

c) The Republic of Armenia has been occupying Azerbaijani lands for the last 23 years, in spite 

of international justice; it has also committed ethnic cleansing on those lands; and it needs 

to explain why they have massacred innocent civilians in Khojali, 

d) The Republic of Armenia and the Diaspora’s efforts to force political solutions on a legal 

matter harms peace, security and stability: This should cease as it is causing nothing but 

increased tension, hate and feelings of vengeance. This is wrong and dangerous politics 

and should be stopped immediately and permanently, 

e) In the light of these facts, that it is imperative to evaluate these events in a commission of 

mutually acceptable historians. 

We believe that when the fact that the sides have no alternative but to patiently wait for the 

result of the research and deliberations to reach justice is strongly voiced, the climate of peace will 

be served immensely.  Since it is well known that justice is the main factor in reaching a lasting 

solution to all hostilities, His Holiness, surely is aware how important it is to keep an equal distance 

to all sides.  In truth, human conscience expects this from His Holiness.  We believe that the just 

and unbiased attitude which His Holiness has been assuming all along graciously affects mankind 

and contributes to world peace.  

We present our thoughts to the esteemed evaluation of His Holiness in the belief that they will 

serve a peaceful solution and dialogue between the involved sides.   

Union of Turkey Non Governmental Organization 
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